
ST 04-0072-GIL  04/12/2004  MISCELLANEOUS 
 

This letter provides a reference to the Department’s rules regarding vendors of meals.    See 
86 Ill. Adm. Code 130.2145.    (This is a GIL). 

 
 
 
 
 
      April 12, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Dear Xxxxx: 
 

This letter is in response to your letter dated September 8, 2003, in which you request 
information.   The Department issues two types of letter rulings.   Private Letter Rulings (“PLRs”) are 
issued by the Department in response to specific taxpayer inquiries concerning the application of a 
tax statute or rule to a particular fact situation.  A PLR is binding on the Department, but only as to the 
taxpayer who is the subject of the request for ruling and only to the extent the facts recited in the PLR 
are correct and complete.    Persons seeking PLRs must comply with the procedures for PLRs found 
in the Department’s regulations at 2 Ill. Adm. Code 1200.110.  The purpose of a General Information 
Letter (“GIL”) is to direct taxpayers to Department regulations or other sources of information 
regarding the topic about which they have inquired.   A GIL is not a statement of Department policy 
and is not binding on the Department.   See 2 Ill. Adm. Code 1200.120.  You may access our website 
at www.ILTAX.com to review regulations, letter rulings and other types of information relevant to your 
inquiry.   
 

The nature of your inquiry and the information you have provided require that we respond with 
a GIL.  In your letter you have stated and made inquiry as follows: 

 
AAA is a debt restructuring and business turn around firm that specializes in taxpayer 
representation. We are currently investigating a sales tax issue and one of the items 
that I have reviewed is a letter ruling signed by you March 23, 1993. A copy is enclosed.  
 
I would refer you to the statutory reference or administrative reference at the top of the 
enclosure (ST 93-0105). The paragraph concludes by noting that specified ‘...charges 
are not includable in gross receipts if they are separately itemized on the bill and are 
initialed by the customer’.  
 
The specific issue we have been asked to address is whether the ‘initialization’ of the 
bill by the customer needs to be done immediately following the sending of the bill or 
invoice or whether it may be later initialized. It seems to us that initialization of the 
itemized bill by the customer, regardless of timing, complies with the statute referenced 
above and allows the exclusion, for sales tax purposes, by caterers for the items (and 
similar items) set forth in your March 23, 1993 letter.  
 
I would appreciate any assistance and guidance you might be able to provide us with 
regard to this matter.  
 



 
 

DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE: 
 
For your general information, please see 86 Ill. Adm. Code 130.2145 which is the 

Department’s rulemaking regarding vendors of meals.    The information you referenced as part of the 
letter ST 93-0105 is a general description that is used for indexing and is not part of the letter ruling.   
However, the body of the letter does provide that a cater may exclude the security services, valet 
services, coat check services, entertainment services, and audio-visual services from the caterer’s 
gross receipts if the charges for those specific services are separately itemized on the invoice and 
such itemized charges are initialed by the customer.      

 
In regards to your specific question regarding the initialing by the customer of those specific 

itemized charges on the invoice, such initialing should be done at the time of contracting for such 
services.      

 
I hope this information is helpful.  If you require additional information, please visit our website 

at www.ILTAX.com or contact the Department’s Taxpayer Information Division at (217) 782-3336.   If 
you are not under audit and you wish to obtain a binding PLR regarding your factual situation, please 
submit a request conforming to the requirements of 2 Ill. Adm. Code 1200.110 (b). 
 
 

Very truly yours,  
 
 
 

Terry D. Charlton 
Associate Counsel 

 
TDC:msk 
 
 
 


